HMBANA Statement on Conference Advertisers and Code Support
The Human Milk Banking Association of North America (HMBANA) supports breastfeeding and human milk use as the biologic norm and a public health imperative. Mother's own milk for her baby is the optimum food, particularly for ill and high risk infants. Parents should receive evidencebased information and support about breastfeeding, and the expression, handling and storage of human milk. This includes information about manual/hand expression, and the safe use of any equipment and feeding supplies they choose to use (including breast pumps, tube-cup-syringefeeding, bottles, and teats). The International Code contains distinct recommendations for consumers, health care systems, health workers, and manufacturers/distributors. HMBANA is organized to support the mission of non-profit donor human milk banks. HMBANA seeks to balance the risk of undue influence by commercial interests (pharmaceutical, medical device, and Code-product manufacturers) against the benefit of analyzing manufacturer-provided information in a setting designed to allow unfettered review, critique and skepticism by health worker conference attendees.
